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banishment, and meagre salary are not calculated to induce good men 
to accept the positions. 

The fruit business on the Central American coast has become quite 
extensive during the past few years, and on account of the perishable 
condition of the bananas the steamers and their cargoes have been 
granted special quarantine regulations. The banana business has 
reached such proportions that it becomes necessary for the fruit ports 
to be put in a thorough sanitary condition, and kept so, or the regula- 
tions should be curtailed. The fruit ports are a constant source of 
danger, even under the constant observation of an inspector. They 
should maintain strict quarantine against all infected and suspected 
places, and I am confident that this is not done. 

[Inclosure.] 

VERA CRUZ, MEXICO. 

Official mortality report from yellow fever from 1866 to 1900. 
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EOTTEEDAM, NETHERLANDS, May 29, 1900. 

Sib : I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended May 26, 1900 : Seven vessels were inspected and received bills of 
health. The steamship Statendam, of the Holland-American Line, 



June 15, 1900 1532 

cleared for New York on May 24, carrying 69 cabin and 1,005 steerage 
passengers. Four hundred and eighty-six pieces of baggage were 
inspected and 93 disinfected and labeled. Two steerage passengers 
were detained because of slight illness. This is the largest number of 
emigrants that have left this port in a single week since 1893. 

Respectfully, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

NICABAGUA. 

Reports from Bluefields — Fruit port. 

Bluefields, Nicaragua, May 29, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following weekly report : Two 
steamships have been inspected, the John Wilson, for Mobile, with 4 
passengers and 6 pieces of baggage; the Alabama, for New Orleans, 
with 4 passengers and 7 pieces of baggage. All baggage was disinfected 
under my supervision. I inclose copies of certificates ior the ships and 
passengers. During the week ended May 27, 4 deaths occurred as 
follows: One adult, colored, native of United States, of malarial fever; 
1 child, native of Nicaragua, dysentery ; 1 adult, native of Nicaragua, 
dysentery ; 1 adult, native of Nicaragua, pleurisy. 

There is some slight increase in^sickness in and around Bluefields, due 
to the hot days and very cool nights incident to the rainy season now 
on. 

Respectfully, D. W. Goodman, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Sei~oice. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Plague in Manila and on the upper Pasig River. 

Manila, P. I., April 20, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit plague report for the week ended 
April 14, 1900, as follows: Manila, 12 cases and 9 deaths. The dis- 
ease has also appeared in Malabon, a small town 4 miles distant, 2 cases 
having been reported. Cases of plague have also occurred in San Pedro 
Macote, a town on the upper Pasig River, 6 miles from Manila. The 
appearance of the disease in these places is no surprise, as there is con- 
stant and unrestricted communication between these towns and Manila. 
Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report of plague in Iloilo unfounded. 

Manila, P. I., April 21, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor hereby to inform you that the rumor relative 
to the appearance of plague in Iloilo seems to have been without foun- 
dation, as the army surgeon, acting as health officer of that city, writes 



